
business outside Kenya; and

• Freelancers or Consultants:                
Self-employed professionals who offer 
services to international clients and derive 
their income from abroad.

THE KEY REQUIREMENTS;

• Comprehensive cover letter from the  
applicant addressed to the Director of 
Immigration Services stating the nature of 
employment or business location and 
duration of stay;

• Signed cover letter from the                          
e m p l o y e r / c o m p a n y / o r g a n i z a t i o n 
addressed to the Director General of  
Immigration Services;

• Foreign employment contract where  
applicable;

• E m p l o y e r / c o m p a n y / o r g a n i z a t i o n                
registration/identification documenta-
tions;

• If a shareholder or conducts business on 
behalf of a foreign company to produce the 
company documentation and all the 
constitutive documents;

Kenya has become a popular destination for 
many foreigners seeking to live and work 
in a vibrant and welcoming environment. 

However, to legally reside in Kenya, foreigners 
must hold valid immigration status. Recognizing 
the rise in remote work, the Kenyan Government 
recently introduced the Digital Nomad (Class 
N) Work Permit. This permit is tailored for             
freelancers and remote workers employed by 
organizations based outside Kenya. It suits 
professionals such as IT specialists, project          
managers, virtual assistants, online educators, 
software developers, graphic designers,               
marketers, and similar roles.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE CLASS N 
WORK PERMIT?

The Digital Nomad Work Permit is intended for 
individuals who meet the following criteria:

• Remote Employees: Individuals who 
are employed under a valid contract with a 
foreign company (i.e. a company not       
registered or operating in Kenya);

• Business Owners or Shareholders: 
Foreigners who own shares in or represent 
a foreign-registered company conducting 

• Bank Statement/Payslips for last three (3) 
months proving monthly income;

• Proof of residence in Kenya (such as hotel 
bookings or a lease/rental agreement);

• Letter of no objection from local embassy 
of home country;

• Company details; Physical address, 
telephone number, email address. Contact 
person, Name, Job title, telephone and 
email; and

• Any other necessary supporting document.

CONCLUSION

Prospective applicants should be aware that the 
Digital Nomad (Class N) Work Permit strictly 
prohibits engaging in any employment or income 
generating activities within Kenya. It is intended 
solely for individuals working remotely for          
entities based outside the country. Those seeking 
to work locally must apply for the appropriate 
work permit. Additionally, applicants must 
ensure they meet all specified requirements and 
provide sufficient evidence to satisfy the Director 
of Immigration Services that they fully qualify for 
the permit.

UNDERSTANDING THE KENYA DIGITAL 
NOMAD (CLASS N) WORK PERMIT

INTRODUCTION



THE PROCEDURE FOR COPYRIGHT 
REGISTRATION

Copyright registration is administered by 
KECOBO and is carried out online through 
the Kenya National Rights Registry Portal       
at https://nrr.copyright.go.ke/. 

The process involves the following steps:

(a) The first step is to create an account or 
sign into an already existing account on the 
Portal.

(b) Once logged in, fill in the details of the 
primary copyright owner. In cases where 
there is joint ownership, the details should 
also be included together with the                        
percentage of ownership each party holds.

(c) Provide the details of the copyright               
work including the title, genre, language 
applicable, release date and album (if                  
applicable).

(d) On submission, an SMS confirming 
receipt of the application will be sent.

(e) If successful, a certificate of registration 
is issued within approximately ten (10) 
working days.

THE DURATION OF PROTECTION 
OF A COPYRIGHT

Literary, musical, dramatic or artistic works 
other than photographs are protected for a 
period of 50 years after the end of the year in 
which the author dies. In case of joint 
authorship, the 50 years are counted from 
the date of death of the last author.  

The protection of audio-visual works and 
photographs lasts for 50 years from the end 
of the year the work was created, first made 
available to the public or first                                     
published—whichever is latest. For sound 
recordings, protection lasts 50 years from 
the year the recording was made. Broadcasts 
are protected for 50 years from the year the 
broadcast took place.

Once the protection period lapses, the work 
enters the public domain, allowing anyone 
to make use of it without seeking permission 
from the copyright owner. 
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